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INTRODUCTION 
 

After a mild early January, the rest of the winter was very cold, April and May were also 

both colder than usual, giving the coldest spring since 1962, following a run of 6 mild 

ones. June was cooler than average but the summer improved with July and Aug being 

above average. Hot dry weather through most of July, helped to give us the sunniest 

summer since 2000.  After all this autumn was reasonably average. We received 27182 

records compared to 15900 in 2012. Several species had exceptional years and few 

repeated the declines seen in 2012. 
 

Please read and use this booklet and, if you are not already a contributor, send in your 

sightings for 2014 on paper or by email to the branch record collator (details below) by 

November 9
th

 2014 
 

Big Butterfly Count numbers are used to show the distribution of species, but have not 

been used for the flight charts as this survey was limited to three weeks in high summer 

and to have included them would unduly skew these charts. 
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Our branch website http://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/ has a very active 

sightings page and we welcome all submissions to this too. Anything sent there is added 

to the records received for inclusion in the branch database and this report. 

 

Branch Contacts 

Branch Chairman & Records collator 

Andrew Wood, 

93 Bengeo Street, 

Hertford SG14 3EZ 

Tel: 01992 503571 

zoothorn@ntlworld.com 

Branch Organiser/Secretary: 

Liz Goodyear, 

7 Chestnut Avenue, 

Ware. SG12 7JE 

Tel: 01920 487066 

elizabethgoodyear@talk21.com 

 

 

Species not included in the main section 
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Photo Phil MacMurdie 

 
                                         Photo Meg Palmer 

On 5
th

 July Paul Moss visited Heartwood Forest and saw a female Monarch which is also 

believed to be an escape/release.  Paul reported, “Unfortunately no shots, as my camera 

battery went flat. I was heading back to my car when I saw what I thought must be a 

Silver-washed Fritillary, even though it was right in the middle of a field! It was patrolling 

the area and being chased by at least 1 Painted Lady. In size I would estimate the wing 

span as twice the size of the painted lady, strong flight with gliding and floating turns 

too. As I couldn't get a photo I waited for it to settle ... and carefully studied it through 

binoculars from a distance of some 20' whilst it fed, noting the white markings on the 

wing and the black rather than brown markings”. 

 

 

 

Monarch Danaus plexippus   

The first of two Monarch reports came 

from Meg Palmer who was luckily able to 

see and photograph this one in her garden 

in the Twickenham area on the 6
th

 June. It 

is almost certainly a captive bred specimen 

that had escaped or been released. 

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera   
Phil MacMurdie reported, “21st July Wareside-I 

went back to photo some of the Marbled Whites 

... to be greeted by 2 Wall Browns”. As these 

have not been recorded elsewhere and Phil had 

recently bought in some native plants from the 

west country it would seem that these were 

accidently introduced as eggs and developed in 

his garden  
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SOME GOOD BUTTERFLY SITES IN HERTFORDSHIRE & MIDDLESEX 
This is not an exhaustive list but a pointer to a spread of sites across our area 

Map Site, Grid Reference, Brief details Good site (rare or high numbers) - 

Date included if one year only 

1 Aldbury Nowers (SP 951129) 

Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWT) 

reserve north west of Tring  

Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary, 

Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak, 

Grizzled Skipper, Small Blue 

2 Alexandra Park TL296901 

Park around Alexandra Palace in LB Haringey 

Common Blue, Purple Hairstreak 

3 Balls Wood TL 348106 

At Hertford Heath 2 miles south of Hertford 

Purple Hairstreak, Purple Emperor, 

Silver-washed Fritillary, White 

Admiral 

4 Bricket Wood Common TL131017 

North east of Watford 

Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-

washed Fritillary, White Admiral 

5 Broxbourne Woods TL323070 

A large complex of woods west of 

Hoddesdon and south of Hertford. Grid ref 

above is for Broxbourne Wood west car park 

Purple Emperor, Silver-washed 

Fritillary, White Admiral 

6 Fir & Pond Woods TL277012 

HMWT reserve 2 miles east of Potters Bar 

Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-

washed Fritillary, White Admiral 

7 Hexton Chalk Pit TL 107299 

South of Hexton, turning off B655 

Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary, 

Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak,  

8 Horsenden Hill TQ 161845 

Bisected by Horsenden Lane North between 

Perivale and Sudbury in LB Ealing. 

Meadow Brown, Small Copper, 

White-letter Hairstreak 

9 Hounslow Heath TQ141748 

Off Staines Road, Hounslow 

Green Hairstreak, Meadow Brown, 

Purple Hairstreak 

10 Norton Green (Cannocks Wood/Watery 

Grove) TL229231 

West of A1M at Stevenage. Accessed from 

byways south of Norton Green 

Marbled White, Purple Emperor, 

Purple Hairstreak, Ringlet, Silver-

washed Fritillary, White Admiral 

11 Ruislip Woods TL080896 

A complex of woods north of Ruislip along 

Ducks Hill Lane in LB Hillingdon 

Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-

washed Fritillary, White Admiral 

12 Therfield Heath TL347404 

Downland west of Royston by A505 

Chalkhill Blue, Marbled White, 

Small Skipper 

13 Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park TL367823 

Southern Grove E3 nr Mile End Central Line 

station 

Silver-washed Fritillary, Small Blue 

2012 

14 Trent Park TL280969 

Near Cockfosters Piccadilly line tube station  

Purple Hairstreak, Small Copper, 

Small Heath 

15 Waterford Heath TL 318150  

HMWT reserve North of Hertford, accessed 

from Sacombe Road not via Waterford 

Brown Argus, Grizzled Skipper, 

Small Heath, Chalkhill Blue 2013 

Please check local driving/parking/public transport directions. These sites may be uneven 

and/or muddy so please go prepared.  
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Squares Recorded and Key 

Sites 

2 kilometre squares 

(tetrads) for which records 

were received in 2013 

 

 
 

We have records from 549 

out of 686 full or part 

squares in our area for 

2013. 631 have been visited 

in 2010-2013. As you can 

see there are still a few 

unrecorded squares in west 

and north Hertfordshire. 

 

Major urban areas 

 

To put the position of 

records into context this 

is a map on the same grid 

of the major urban areas 

in Hertfordshire and 

Middlesex. 
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SPECIES PAGES – What each section means 

Common Name Scientific name Widespread but declining 

 
Photo Brian Knight 

 

First: 16 June 

Last: 16 Aug 

Peak week: 25 Jun -1 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013  28% (155) 

2012 25% (87) 

2005-9 

mean  
27% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 27 

2012 32 

2005-9 mean  42 
 

Distribution change 

Up 3% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 36% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Never as widespread as the Small Skipper the Essex Skipper shows an even 

greater decline in distribution. Some caution is needed as many recorders 

record these two species as an aggregate due to their similarity. There is a 

noticeable gap in central Herts for this species in recent years. More research 

 

 

 

  

Brief status for species 

The flight period showing proportion of species flying in 

any week compared with the 1995-2004 average 

A photo of this species taken 

by one of our members 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 

Map showing 2 km squares where a species has been 

recorded in 2010-2013 split into 1, 2-9 or 10 or more 

recorded on a single occasion and the recent historical 

range. 

First sighting 

Last sighting 

Peak Week when most seen 

Distribution % squares. The % and 

number of 2km squares with records in 

which this species was recorded  

Abundance (transects) Average 

number of a species seen on transects 

(so comparable year on year) 

Distribution and Abundance change 

compared with the recent 5 year 

period to smooth out year to year 

comparisons 

Notes on the species during the year 
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Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris Widespread but declining 

 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 25 June 

Last: 20 Aug 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 26% (140) 

2012  22% (110) 

2005-9 

mean  
27% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 16 

2012  17 

2005-9 mean  42 
 

Distribution change 

Down 4% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 62% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The Small Skipper had a rather short flight period with a very concentrated peak 

coinciding with the warm dry period in July. Not surprisingly given the poor spring they 

only emerged right at the end of June and were only on the wing until mid August. The 

distribution picked up a bit but abundance dropped very slightly compared to 2012.  We 

must still be concerned about the future of this species as the long term trend points to 

a significant drop in numbers. As Malcolm Hull noted, “golden coloured skipper [Small, 

Essex and Large] numbers seemed to be well down at most sites”. 

 

  

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 

6 



Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola Widespread but declining 

 

 

 Photo  Dave Miller 

 

First: 6 Jul 

Last: 31 Aug 

Peak week: 16-22 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 16% (86) 

2012  12% (61) 

2005-9 

mean  
17% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 7 

2012  12 

2005-9 mean  46 
 

Distribution change 

Down 6% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 85% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The pattern for Essex Skipper is very similar to the closely related Small 

Skipper, but running about a week later. However abundance dropped even 

more than for the Small Skipper. However in the right place the Essex Skipper 

can still be found in good numbers as Phil MacMurdie’s comments show, “In 

general I am finding several strong colonies of Essex Skippers, all appearing 

to be doing well in various places. Saturday 27th July Wareside: Amongst the 

grassland species Essex Skipper is doing well, good colonies along the disused 

railway track (9) seen”. 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Large Skipper Ochlodes faunus Widespread & common 

 Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 6 Jun 

Last: 5 Sep 

Peak week:  9-15 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 44% (241) 

2012  35% (175) 

2005-9 

mean  
28% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 25 

2012  18 

2005-9 mean  20 
 

Distribution change 

Up 56% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 25% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The Large Skipper continues to be a common species. The flight chart shows 

the weather effect with no records in May and few before mid June following 

the cool spring. Once the warm weather came in early July numbers 

increased very quickly as the peak well above the average shows. The 

advantage Large Skipper has over the Essex and Small Skippers is its ability to 

tolerate much shadier conditions, so there are several woodland sites that 

support good populations of this butterfly. The latter two can only breed in 

very open spaces in woods whereas the Large Skipper can tolerate much 

shadier rides and clearings. 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Restricted and rare 

 Photo Phil MacMurdie 

 

First: 6 May 

Last: 8 Jul 

Peak week: 14-20 May 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 1% (6) 

2012  1% (4) 

2005-9 

mean  
1% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 7 

2012  17 

2005-9 mean  11 
 

Distribution change 

No change 

 

Abundance change 

Down 36% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Given that it is a spring flying species it  made quite a good showing with its 

flight period very close to the long term mean. Good news was that it was 

found at a new site and also seen in good numbers at one of the new sites 

where it was first recorded in 2011. Roger Prue noted, “4th June  I decided to 

have a good look around Bovingdon Brickpits. Two years ago, I recorded a Dingy 

Skipper there, but today I recorded no fewer than 13 Dingy Skippers. In fact, I 

saw more than any other butterfly species” . The new site was not far from 

2011’s Hedgeswood Common record.  Ian Carle reported, “I had a quick look at 

the Grizzled skipper site near Hoo Wood today. Unfortunately I didn't see any 

...the only butterfly I saw was an extremely worn Dingy Skipper”. 

  

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae Restricted & rare 

 

 
Photo Sharon Monahan 

 

First: 25 Apr 

Last: 6 Jul 

Peak week: 4-10 Jun 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 1% (7) 

2012  1% (8) 

2005-9 

mean  

1% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 12 

2012  24 

2005-9 mean  12 
 

Distribution change 

No change 

 

Abundance change 

No change 
 

The Grizzled Skipper’s flight season coincided with the very cold wet spring so a 

drop in numbers from last year is not unexpected, however comparing 2013 

with longer term trends suggests that they are stable in both range and 

abundance.  The peak and last date are very late in the flight period probably a 

function of the cool and wet spring weather. At times it was actually easier to 

find adults roosting on old plant stems in cool, damp weather than to find them 

flying actively in warm weather. None were seen at the site near London Colney 

found last year but it was found near Hoo Wood north east of Great 

Gaddesden. This is an historic area for Grizzled Skipper but as it is little visited it 

is difficult to know what has happened here. 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Clouded Yellow Colias croceus Less common migrant 

 
Photo Ashley Cox 

 

First: 21 Jun 

Last: 30 Oct 

Peak week: 13-19 Aug 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 11% (61) 

2012 >1% (1) 

2005-9 

mean  
5% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 2 

2012  0 

2005-9 mean  2 
 

Distribution change 

Up 220% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

No change 
 

2013 was not a particularly good year for migrant butterflies except for the 

Clouded Yellow which appeared widely across our area, usually in ones and 

twos often around lucerne crops. But there were some concentrations as Tony 

& Gill Porter noted. “Prompted by recently reported sighting, by Elizabeth 

Debenham, of Clouded Yellows in meadows adjacent to Barnes Lane, Kings 

Langley we visited the site ... we were treated to the sight of at least 15 CYs”. 

Samuel Perfect also visited, “recently went to see the Clouded Yellows! I 

counted at least 13, five in the field closer to Barnes Lane and eight in the 

adjacent field”. Whether the small numbers that arrived in late June bred to 

produce the August brood or were further migrant examples is unclear, though 

it seems likely that the autumn ones were offspring of those August ones. 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Widespread 

 Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 19 Feb 

Last: 29 Oct 

Peak week: 30 Apr – 6 

May 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 46% (254) 

2012  29% (146) 

2005-9 

mean  
37% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 19 

2012  12 

2005-9 mean  20 
 

Distribution change 

Up 24% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 5% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Brimstones fared well in 2013 and were not far off the longer term trends for 

abundance and distribution. The poor spring weather has given a rather 

jagged flight chart, probably with peaks related to odd spells of better 

weather. The spring flight period seems to have lasted well into June, and 

consequently there were more flying in late August and early September 

when typically they would have already gone into hibernation. Looking at 

numbers seen it is clear that this species is most abundant in the west of 

Hertfordshire; of the 30 records with highest counts 24 are in this area, with 

the others as far away as possible at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park in the 

south east of Middlesex!. This very much reflects where the buckthorn larval 

plant is most available. 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Large White Pieris brassicae Widespread & common 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 10 Apr 

Last: 7 Oct 

Peak week: 23-29 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 82% (451) 

2012  57% (283) 

2005-9 

mean  
58%  

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 74 

2012  17 

2005-9 mean  54 
 

Distribution change 

Up 41% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 37% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The Large White was a very common butterfly during 2013, which suggests 

that the early year weather conditions actually created good conditions for 

larval growth and survival. The summer brood was very close in amounts to 

the longer term average, but just pushed forward by about two weeks. The 

abundance was massively up on 2012 and well up on the longer term 

average. The Large White can be a migratory species but I am not aware of 

large influxes being reported in 2013.  Andrew Wood noted larvae feeding on 

the same honesty plants as Orange Tip larvae, whether the Orange Tip larvae 

consumed the Large Whites was not clear but they soon disappeared. 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Small White Pieris rapae Widespread & common 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 29 Mar 

Last: 26 Oct 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 87% (480) 

2012  66% (325) 

2005-9 

mean  
58% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 95 

2012  36 

2005-9 mean  67 
 

Distribution change 

Up 50% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 29% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

For many observers this was a summer of the Small White with adults 

ubiquitous in town and country during the summer. The data shows that the 

distribution and numbers about were well up from last year. Chris Gleeson 

noted, “From a walk along the River Stort this afternoon from about 1.30 - 

3.30: Lots of large and small whites. - I soon gave up counting”. Small Whites 

are very active butterflies but seem attracted to a few nectar plants such as 

Burdock and Black Horehound, Andrew Wood found 62 on the latter in a 

short stretch of hedge near Dane End. 

 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Green-veined White Pieris napi Widespread &common 

 

 

Photo Dave Miller 

First: 10 Apr 

Last: 30 Sep 

Peak week: 24-30 July 

 

Distribution % squares 

2013 63% (345) 

2012  35% (173) 

2005-9 

mean  

47% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 51 

2012  30 

2005-9 mean  54 

 

Distribution change 

Up 34% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 6% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

After 2012’s drop there was a large increase in range but only a stabilisation 

in abundance. Like the other whites flight times were pushed back a couple 

of weeks owing to the poor spring weather. The males can be found in 

numbers “mud puddling” on damp ground in warm weather often in mixed 

groups with Small Whites. Andrew Wood found 46 Green-veined Whites at 

such a patch in a damp hollow not far from Patmore Heath on the 26
th

 July. 

 

 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Widespread & Common 

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 21 Apr 

Last: 2 Aug 

Peak week: 30 Apr- 6 May 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 37% (201) 

2012  38% (186) 

2005-9 

mean  
43% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 16 

2012  18 

2005-9 mean  14 
 

Distribution change 

Down 14% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 14% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Like the other whites the poor spring meant that the flight period was 

pushed back well beyond the normally expected time. For instance the first 

date was over five weeks later than in 2012. However the peak week was 

right at the start of the flight period suggesting that an improvement in the 

weather led to a sudden and concentrated emergence. Indeed the peak 

week was three weeks earlier than 2012!  There were also some unusually 

late records such as, “Orange Tip, Harpenden Common - a very fresh male 

Orange Tip near the Walker's Road roundabout on Harpenden Common at 

around 13:20 today [2 August], quite a surprise! - Chris Shortall.  Was this a 

delayed emergence or a rare second generation individual? 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Very rare & restricted 

 Photo Sharon Monahan 

 

First: 1 May 

Last:  6 Jun 

Peak week: 21-27 May 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 1% (5) 

2012  1% (5) 

2005-9 

mean 
1% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 4 

2012  3 

2005-9 mean  4 
 

Distribution change 

Too little data to calculate 

 

Abundance change 

Too little data to calculate 
 

Green Hairsteak behaved in a very similar way to 2012 and was present at all 

the known sites in the west of Hertfordshire. The good news was further 

records  from west Middlesex. Rob Solomon reported, “Friday 3rd May 2013 

- A single Green Hairstreak seen on the south side of Bedfont Lakes Country 

Park (just inside the gate off of challenge road)”  John Eborall also observed 

one a short way further north. It is not possible to tell whether these are the 

same insect or signs of a colony, but this site will repay close examination in 

2014, especially if the spring weather is better. 

 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Common around oaks 

 Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 4 Jul 

Last: 4 Sep 

Peak week: 16-22 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 12% (66) 

2012  9% (46) 

2005-9 

mean  
16% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 10 

2012  7 

2005-9 mean  10 
 

Distribution change 

Down 25% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

No change compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Purple Hairstreak recovered from the poor performance of 2012 and was 

very close to the longer term trends, as with many other species the flight 

period was a couple of weeks later than the longer term. The best time to 

see this species in numbers is in the early evening on a warm day when they 

can be seen as small silvery butterflies flying actively around the tops of oak 

trees, even quite small ones. Some trees seem especially attractive, for 

instance in Goldingtons at Hertford Heath there is a small oak that over 

several years has had good numbers of this butterfly flying quite low down, 

even in duller weather and when there is no obvious activity on nearby trees. 

  

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album Common around elm 

 
Photo Steve Lane 

 

First: 5 Jul 

Last: 11 Aug 

Peak week: 9-15 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 5% (27) 

2012  3% (15) 

2005-9 

mean  
10% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 4 

2012  1 

2005-9 mean  5 
 

Distribution change 

Down 50% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 20% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The poor spring pushed the start of the flight period back by about three 

weeks. Malcolm Hull, noted, “... a good year within the suburban areas of St 

Albans, but fared poorly in the surrounding countryside. The 100 yard long 

patch of elm on land behind the Abbey View Golf course on King Harry Lane 

produced a count of ten, my personal record for St Albans area”. Despite the 

perceived rarity of this butterfly it can turn up in very ordinary places as 

these two records show, “Ware garden this morning, White-letter Hairstreak 

nectaring on Hemp Agrimony”, - Liz Goodyear. “I just went to pick up a parcel 

and ended up giving a male White-letter Hairstreak a lift on my car window 

near London Rd, Hertford. I was about to look for an elm to leave the 

butterfly on when it flew off”. Jenny Sherwen 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas Widespread & common 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 16 May 

Last: 10 Nov 

Peak week: 30 Apr- 6 May  
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 29% (160) 

2012  20% (99) 

2005-9 

mean  
21% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 6 

2012  6 

2005-9 mean  11 
 

Distribution change 

Up 38% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 45% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

2013 showed three distinct broods, with the summer one being dominant, 

however the abundance was very similar to 2012. Observations included this 

from Pete Gore, “I watched a particularly lovely female Small Copper perched 

with open wings on a Plantain seed-head. It was only when I spotted slight 

movement immediately behind her  that I realised she had been masking 

from me the much smaller, duller male, I was surprised how different the 

two sexes  looked when seen close together”. Charlie Jackson noted, “Whilst 

working in a private garden in Aldbury, Herts yesterday (31/07/2013) I saw at 

least 15 Small Coppers around a few small Wild Marjoram plants in a small 

paddock adjoining the garden. I was told by the owner that there were at 

least 25 the evening before. Quite a spectacular sight!” 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Small Blue Cupido minimus Very rare & restricted 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 3 Jun 

Last:  2 Sep 

Peak week: 30 Jul – 5 Aug 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 >1% (3) 

2012  >1% (2) 

2005-9 mean  0% 
 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 77 

2012  9 

2005-9 mean  0 
 

Distribution change 

Too little data to calculate 

 

Abundance change 

Too little data to calculate 
 

The abundance increase is entirely due to the Butterfly World Transect 

where the colony there continues to thrive. The only other sightings are at 

the small colony at Aldbury Nowers. What is different this year is the clear 

divison between two complete broods of the insect, in previous years the 

summer emergence has not been well recorded, owing to low numbers of 

adults seen.. The situation at Butterfly World is well illustrated by this 

observation from Mandy Floyd who walks the transect there, “Am very 

pleased to report sighting 11 Small Blues, and two pairs mating, on the 

kidney vetch at Butterfly World this morning”. We also have a report of a 

Small Blue on an old site west of Letchworth. 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 
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Brown Argus Aricia agestis Widely distributed 

 Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 22 May 

Last: 26 Sep 

Peak week: 4-10 Jun 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 13% (69) 

2012  7% (34) 

2005-9 

mean  

11% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 13 

2012  5 

2005-9 mean  15 
 

Distribution change 

Up 18% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 16% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

2012 was a dreadful year for Brown Argus but, thankfully, 2013 saw a good 

recovery back to something near to average. Both broods were  a couple of 

weeks later than average and it seems likely that the spike in the spring 

brood was a function of a spell of good weather rather than anything else. 

It is noticeable from this year’s data that many of the best sites are on old 

gravel pit sites that offer the poor soil that allows the low growing food 

plants to thrive. There seemed to be fewer records from setaside field 

margins than in other good years for this species which may be a result of 

changing rules on farmland management. 

 

.  
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Common Blue Polyommatus icarus Widespread & common 

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 26 May 

Last: 2 Oct 

Peak week: 13-19 Aug 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 40%  (221) 

2012  27% (135) 

2005-9 

mean  

31% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 43 

2012  13 

2005-9 mean  30 
 

Distribution change 

Up 30% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 42% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Like the Brown Argus the Common Blue recovered well in 2013. They are a 

good illustration of the fact that there is much variability in insect 

populations and that it is important to look at long term trends to see the 

true status of a species. An example of the better year for the Common Blue 

is shown by Graham Elcombe’s comment, “One Common Blue (a female) 

seen in my garden In Pinner - the last time I saw one here was nineteen years 

ago!” and also from Peter Clarke on 26
th

 June, “Norton Green one Common 

Blue (which I failed to find here last year!)”.  As with several other species 

exceptionally small examples were noted at some sites such as Nomansland 

Common and Stanwell Moor. 
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Chalkhill Blue Lysandra coridon Common at known chalk 

sites 

 

 

Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 8 Jul 

Last: 18 Sep 

Peak week: 23-29 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 4% (23) 

2012  2% (7) 

2005-9 

mean  
1% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 949 

2012  578 

2005-9 mean  96 
 

Distribution change 

See text below 

 

Abundance change 

Up 891% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

For three years now Chalkhill Blue has exceeded the previous year. 2013 saw 

the colonies reach bursting point and a dispersal across Hertfordshire (see 

the Branch newsletter autumn 2013 issue for details). A few notes give a 

flavour,” Nomansland Common – A male Chalkhill Blue, being mobbed by a 

couple of male common blues”, 14 Aug - Darin Stanley. “I was very lucky to 

find a male Chalkhill Blue at Norton Green 20
th

 July”- Peter Clarke. “Saturday 

20th July I visited Hexton Chalk Pit this afternoon and was totally amazed at 

the numbers of Chalkhill Blues, not just hundreds but literally thousands and 

thousands all over the reserve, possibly even more than ten thousand! 

Stupendous!” – Phil Barron 
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Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus Widespread & common 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 2 Apr 

Last: 19 Sep 

Peak week: 30 Apr-6 May 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 39% (215) 

2012  43% (214) 

2005-9 

mean  

41% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 8 

2012  10 

2005-9 mean  12 
 

Distribution change 

Down 5% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 33% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

In a contrast with 2012 this blue species had a poorer year, though this may 

well be a rebalancing of the parasite/host cycle that affects it. The spring 

brood was relativly strong, while the summer brood was very small 

suggesting that 2014 will not be a good year for this species. Alan Jackson 

noted that at Harpenden, “they've had a very poor year here” and John Moss 

at Hatfield on 26
th

 July reported, “Still no Holly Blue though, even though 

they've bred on our Holly/Ivy for years”. As with many other butterflies flight 

times were late owing to the poor spring. The later emergence times for the 

first two generations probably explains the absence of any October records  - 

there just wasn’t time to breed again. 
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White Admiral Limenitis camilla Local in woodland 

 
 Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 5 Jul 

Last: 11 Aug 

Peak week: 16-22 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 4% (21) 

2012  2% (11) 

2005-9 

mean  

4% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 14 

2012  12 

2005-9 mean  11 
 

Distribution change 

No change 

 

Abundance change 

Up 27% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The earliest record was delayed into July, a week later than even 2012, but as 

there were  few August records it can be seen that the flight period was 

rather short with a very sharp peak.  Malcolm Hull noted some encouraging 

records, “appeared to be doing well on Bricket Wood Common, with much 

evidence of breeding in Mutchetts Wood. At Symonshyde numbers were a 

little below peak, but still healthy. I was thrilled to find a single individual in 

Potters Crouch plantation early in the season, suggesting the species may 

have bred here successfully in 2012”. It is well established in all the major 

woods across south Hertfordshire and north west Middlesex but it also 

continues to turn up in unlikely places, “On this morning's dog walk in 

Westfield, Harpenden my wife saw a White Admiral” -. Alan Jackson.  
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Purple Emperor Apatura iris Local in woodland 

 
Photo Phil MacMurdie 

 

First: 9 Jul 

Last: 14 Aug 

Peak week: 16-22 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 6% (24) 

2012  3% (13) 

2005-9 

mean  

3% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 2 

2012  0 

2005-9 mean  2 
 

Distribution change 

Up 100% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

No change 
 

With a late flight period coinciding with the hot July we received many more 

records so 2013 looks like one of its best years. Here are a few comments, “.. 

a male visited my new pond, where it spent over 10 minutes feeding. In the 

15 years I have lived here this is my first sighting for Hitch Wood” -. Colin 

Brackston.“I have waited over 16 years to see Purple Emperor on the 

transect. No sooner had I seen one perched on top of an oak than a second 

flew by and a chase ensued high above the ride” -Malcolm Hull 26
th

 July. 

“Barnet Gate Wood, Arkley - after many years of rumours and fruitless 

searching male on horse dung”. - Kit Jones 18
th

 July. “Balls Wood 18th July 

during a walk 2, possibly 3 Purple Emperors witnessed by 35 people! 1 stayed 

on the ground for about 10 mins. Absolutely stunning.” -Andy Brown 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 

27 



Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Common migrant 

 Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 1 Jan 

Last: 16 Nov 

Peak week: 16-22 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 46% (254) 

2012  65% (323) 

2005-9 

mean  

51% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 5 

2012  17 

2005-9 mean  10 
 

Distribution change 

Down 10% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 50% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

In contrast to other migrants this was a poor year. A few overwintering ones 

were seen in early January but then hardly any until mid June. This suggests 

that the traditional winter prevented breeding by these individuals. When 

migrants did arrive there were very low numbers and so this was an autumn 

where the ivy was largely bare of busily feeding Red Admirals. Several 

observers noted the dearth, “As an aside, I have seen far fewer Red Admirals 

this year than is usually the case. However, Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells 

have been present in much larger numbers than usual”. Peter 

Tallantire.”Hemel Hempstead, today in the garden making the most of the 

sunshine were four Red Admirals, the most that I have seen together this 

year” - Malcolm Newland on 6
th

 October. 
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Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Variable migrant 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 1 Jun 

Last: 9 Oct 

Peak week: 6-12 Aug 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 24% (131) 

2012  10% (48) 

2005-9 

mean  

33% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 6 

2012  2 

2005-9 mean  0 
 

Distribution change 

Down 24% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Too little data to calculate 
 

Like the Red Admiral there was no influx of migrants until mid June and these 

produced a slightly late summer brood with possibly a small autumn brood. 

Numbers and distribution were well up on 2012. Comparisons with the 

longer term mean are somewhat misleading as they include the huge 2009 

influx. It is also worth noting that as this species cannot survive the British 

winter its varying numbers have no local conservation implications. 
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Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Widespread  

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 19 Feb 

Last: 19 Nov 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 75% (409) 

2012  33% (166) 

2005-9 

mean  

37% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013  28 

2012   6 

2005-9 mean  10 
 

Distribution change 

Up 100% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 180% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

One of the year’s major successes. Few were seen in the spring but the hot 

weather in July saw large numbers recorded. Evidence of breeding was easily 

spotted, “I found over 20 larval webs in various stages of development all 

Small Tortoiseshell, most were on small new growths of nettles some were 

huge with hundreds of caterpillars in the web” -Phil MacMurdie on 28 Aug. 

Malcolm Hull noted hibernation behaviour, “The first four hibernators were 

seen in my outhouse on 16 July and numbers built up rapidly over the next 

10 days to reach a total of 20. Out in the garden I noticed a second wave of 

ST’s build up in the middle/end of August. I checked in the outhouse, but all 

20 hibernators were still present. A week or so later their numbers swelled to 

30 as the August brood went into hibernation”. 
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Peacock Inachis io Widespread 

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 3 Jan 

Last: 12 Dec 

Peak week: 6-12 Aug 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 77% (425) 

2012  47% (234) 

2005-9 

mean  

57% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 36 

2012  9 

2005-9 mean  31 
 

Distribution change 

Up 35% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 16% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Worries of decline seemed to be reversed in 2013 with both abundance and 

distribution up above longer term trends. The overwintered individuals were 

only seen patchily but the spring weather must have meant very nutritious 

nettles as the summer brood was not especially late and produced numbers 

not seen for some years.  Peter Clarke noted, “7th August  An explosion of 

Peacocks (50+) nectaring on thistles at Norton Green”.  At. Upper Green 

Tewin, Jim Farr on the same day noted, “Peacocks everywhere including 25+ 

on one White Buddleia bush!”. Andrew Wood noted, “At a set aside field east 

of Patmore Heath there were 100s nectaring on thistles”. 

 

 

1 2-9 10+  2005-9 records 



Comma Polygonia c-album Common & widespread 

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 5 Mar 

Last: 15 Nov 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013  70% (385) 

2012  57% (285) 

2005-9 

mean  

50% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013  18 

2012  12 

2005-9 mean  28 
 

Distribution change 

Up 40% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 36% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

2012’s autumn brood emerged late during April and produced a strong 

summer brood, the autumn brood seemed to be rather weaker. However 

there is no real sign of any worries over this species. Malcolm Hull 

commented, “Interesting to note that Commas were the most common 

butterfly in April at the start of the season and also doing well right at the 

end” - Malcolm Hull 
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Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja Rare but increasing 

 Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 24 Jun 

Last: 7 Aug 

Peak week: 2-8 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 2% (13) 

2012  1% (5) 

2005-9 

mean  

0.7% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 16 

2012  29 

2005-9 mean  3 
 

Distribution change 

Up 200% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

To little data to calculate 
 

Unlike many species the peak was earlier than average, though this is 

probably caused by the sudden hot spell in early July. There were several 

new sites noted, “29
th

 July, Dane End Tributary. There really isn't much in this 

square but was surprised to find  a very worn old lady Dark Green Fritillary 

nectaring on thistles and knapweeds” - Phil MacMurdie. “Exciting news from 

Horsenden Hill 13
th

 July, where I discovered a Dark Green Fritillary! It was 

nectaring on knapweed but occasionally visiting bramble flowers” -Andy 

Culshaw. Malcolm Hull (6
th

 July), “I visited Aldbury Nowers to establish how 

many Dark Green Fritillaries are now on the reserve...I arrived at a count of 

36 DGFs, although I suspect the actual number could be higher. I've certainly 

never seen anywhere near the number of this species in Herts”  
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Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia  Locally common in 

woodland 

 
Photo Steve Lane 

 

First: 7 Jul 

Last:  2 Sept 

Peak week: 2-8 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 6% (31) 

2012 4% (22) 

2005-9 

mean  

4% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 10 

2012  12 

2005-9 mean  3 
 

Distribution change 

Up 50% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 330% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

A good year, with its main flight coinciding with the hot July  At Aldbury 

Nowers Paul Thrush reported, “I saw 5 Silver washed Fritillaries (the highest 

number I have ever seen on the reserve). Malcolm Hull saw egg laying at 

Bricket Wood on 8
th

 Aug, “The SWF males along the ride have been replaced 

by females looking for egg laying sites. One checked me out quite carefully, 

wisely deciding to deposit her eggs elsewhere. I saw another lay three eggs 

on an oak at heights of 1ft 18 inches and 2ft above ground. It can also turn up 

expectedly“.” A bit of a surprise today I saw a Silver Washed Fritillary on the 

edge of Patmore Heath Nature Reserve, sunning itself on a bush on the north 

side of the heath. Not really a heathland species!” - Andy Brown 
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Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Widespread & common 

 Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 15 Apr 

Last: 30 Oct 

Peak week: 25 Jun-1 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 60% (330) 

2012  52% (258) 

2005-9 

mean  

58% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 43 

2012  50 

2005-9 mean  74 
 

Distribution change 

Up 3% compared with 2005-

2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 28% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Yet another species affected by the poor spring weather with few seen 

before May. The flight pattern is also unusual in showing three clear peaks. 

This suggests that there was less of an overlapping series of emergences 

caused by the differing rates of development of the overwintered larvae and 

pupae but that they all came out together in May creating  more individual 

broods through the year. Given the lower numbers seen it may also be that 

the poor spring did not aid the growth of the larvae emerging at that time. 

These are just theories but it would be interesting to know if this has 

happened. 
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Marbled White Melanargia galathea Widespread in Herts 

 
Photo Dave Miller 

 

First: 26 June 

Last: 21 Aug 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013  31% (172) 

2012 26% (130) 

2005-9 

mean  
16% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 76 

2012  81 

2005-9 mean  61 
 

Distribution change 

Up 94% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Up 41% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Still doing well, with the characteristic late and concentrated peak seen in 

many other species. The hot weather saw some interesting behaviour, “This 

morning 15
th

 July, I was carrying out a farmland bird survey at Hammonds 

End Farm (between Harpenden and Redbournbury). There were very large 

numbers of Marbled Whites around; nothing remarkable about that, they're 

doing well here - but this was at 6.15am!” Alan Jackson. On 11
th

 July Stuart 

Warrington noted, ”I was walking over the grasslands over the top of the 

north tunnel at Digswell/Welwyn North and there were clouds of Marbled 

Whites there feeding on the thistles & field scabious. I estimate >200  in an 

area of a couple of acres” 
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Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus Widespread & common 

 
Photo Helen George 

 

First: 29 June 

Last: 18 Sep 

Peak week: 23-29 Jul  
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 71% (391) 

2012  62% (308) 

2005-9 

mean  

49% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 72 

2012 79 

2005-9 mean  123 
 

Distribution change 

Up 44% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 41% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

The Gatekeeper’s flight period was almost exactly as the longer term 

average, presumably as a later emerging species any delay caused by the 

poor winter/spring was balanced by the hot summer. However distribution 

increased both against 2012 and the longer term average but numbers seen 

were lower. Despite this the Gatekeeper was still a common butterfly during 

the summer, being especially attracted to bramble and marjoram flowers 
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Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Widespread & Common 

 

 

Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 14 Jun 

Last: 15 Oct 

Peak week: 9 Jul-15 Jul 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 72% (395) 

2012  62% (309) 

2005-9 

mean  

56% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 262 

2012  289 

2005-9 mean  273 
 

Distribution change 

Up 29% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 4% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Emerging two weeks earlier than the Gatekeeper this species did begin flying 

late but the flight pattern after this was very much as normal. Abundance is 

above and distribution very close to both 2012 and longer term, so this 

species seems to be looking stable. Looking at the distribution and 

abundance data together this is probably the commonest butterfly species in 

our area and can be expected to turn up in virtually any environment. The 

final record on 15
th

 October at Hounslow Heath was two weeks later than 

any other sighting. 
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Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Increasing 

 
Photo Phil MacMurdie 

 

First: 26 June 

Last: 5 Sept 

Peak week: 9-15 July 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 54% (296) 

2012  43% (214) 

2005-9 

mean  

25% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 102 

2012  89 

2005-9 mean  103 
 

Distribution change 

Up 116% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 1% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

Ringlet distribution has maintained its recent expansion and numbers were 

up from 2012, close to the longer term average. For the flight time 

emergence was very late, peaked quickly and finished close to normal. This 

species was at one time very much confined to rural areas but it has now 

moved very near to the centre of London. For instance Larissa Cooper 

reported on 17
th

 July, “For the last 2 days we have sighted a Ringlet butterfly 

in the Wildlife Garden at the Natural History Museum SW7”. Apart from the 

Chalkhill Blue the Ringlet is the species most likely to be encountered in huge 

numbers such as the 500+ Malcolm Hull noted at Aldbury Nowers on 6
th

 July. 
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Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus Widespread 

 
Photo Andrew Wood 

 

First: 5 May 

Last: 2 Oct 

Peak week: 4-10 Jun 
 

Distribution % squares 

2013 19% (106) 

2012  18% (88) 

2005-9 

mean 

14% 

 

Abundance (transects) 

2013 33 

2012  35 

2005-9 mean  36 
 

Distribution change 

Up 35% compared with 

2005-2009 

 

Abundance change 

Down 9% compared with 

2005-2009 
 

As in 2012 there was a relatively small late summer brood in contrast to the 

longer term flight pattern. Like 2012, too, distribution and abundance were 

very similar. At some sites there was a definite change in fortunes, as John 

Moss noted on 22
nd

 June, “on my Warren transect I recorded 21 Small Heath. 

Small Heaths seem to be thriving this year - I've already recorded many more 

than in the whole of last year”. Dave Miller made some interesting 

observations at Stanwell Moor on 4
th

 September,”Small Heaths were more in 

evidence than a fortnight ago, the only species seen for which this was true. I 

saw one nectaring, during which it repeatedly fidgeted and flicked its wings 

open and closed, affording the unusual view of its upperside.” 
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RECORDERS - Many thanks to all who submitted records in 2013: Aaron, Roger Ackroyd, Ray Acreman, 

Catherine Adams, Matthew Adams, Paul Adams, Raymond Addley, Nigel Agar, Chris Aherne, Alicia Aimee, Alison 

Ainger, Isabella Aitken, Ruth Al-Balasmeh, Sonia Aldeaga, Colin Alderman, Claire Allen, Emma Allen, John Amatt, 

Sheena Anderson, Diane Andrews, Paul Andrews, John Angus, Ruth Arloff, Andrea Arthan, Denise Artus, Janet 

Ashpole, Karen Atkinson, Penny Atkinson, Miles Attenborough, Joanna Aumayer, Arthur Austin, Les Avey, Janine 

Avison, Colin Aylin, Lucy Azzaro, Genevieve Badia-Aylin, Glenn Baggott, Hilary Bailey, Peter Bailey,Emma Baker, 

Helen Baker, Tricia Baker, Tania Balfe, Mags Balfour, Celia Bangham, Doris Banks, Linda Banks, Martin Banthorpe, 

Sophie Barber, Max Barclay, Roger Bardell, Kevin Barker, Sharon Barker, Shirley Barker, Clair Barnes, Margaret 

Barnes, Marianne Barr, John Barrington, Phil Barron, Rose Barry, Laurence Barwell, Jeff Barwick, Claudia Bassi, 

Hannah Bassil, Chaz Batts, Daniel Baugh, Valerie Bawn, Alan Beale, Verena Beane, Suzanne Beard, Deborah 

Beasley, Richard Beasley, David Beattie, Hillee Bee, Yasminah Beebeejaun, Carol Beeden, Dick Beeden, Clive Bell, 

Colin Bell, Graham Bellamy, Rory Benning, Graham Benstead, Sue Benton, D. Benyon, Gina Beresford, Amy 

Berrell, Michael Berthoud, Christina Bessant, Christine Betts, Louis Bhavnani, Danton Biggs, Carly Bird, Janet 

Bishop, Phil Bishop, Sarah Bishop, Eleanor Black, Rebecca Blake, Ingrid Blau, David Bly, Isobel Blythe, Sharon 

Boast, Steve Bolsover, Joey Bond, Josh Bond, Peter Bond, Susan Boorman, Gina Bosley, June Bosson, Catherine 

Bourel, Malcolm Bowey, Richard Bowler, Sim Bowler, Nick Bowles, William Boyce, Sheila Boyes, C. Brackston, 

Colin Brackston, Kate Bradbury, Rachel Bradley, John Brady, Pat Bramley, Ray Brewer, Ian Brimble, Lisa-Jayne 

Brisco, Tony Bristow, David Britton, Kayleigh Britton, Gary Brook, Philip Brooks, Amanda Brown, Andy Brown, 

Heidi Brown, Kevin Brown, Peter Brown, Philip Brown, Steven Brown, Suzanne Brown, Kevin Browne, Laurence 

Browne, Kerry Brownless, Mark Brownless, Marina Buchanan, Jill Buck, Adrian Buckel, Cliff Buckton, Cristina 

Budden, Robert Bull, Jenna Buller, Simon Bullivant, Kelly Bunker, Patricia Burgess-Heawood, Caroline Burr, Clive 

Burrows, Mike Burrows, Dave Burt, David Burt, Paul Busby, Denise Butler, Ml Butt, Donald Butter, Alison Bye, 

Robyn Caldecott, Nicola Callaby, Robert Callf, Susanna Candlin, Steve Cannon, Graham Canny, Ruth Carew, Ian 

Carle, Nigel Carn, Chris Carpenter, Joanne Carroll, Tim Carter-Wale, Suzanne Cartwright, Naomi Case, Ness 

Castagnino, Dimity Castellano, Gina Chadwick, Deborah Chalmers, San Chandler, Violet Chandler, Vivien 

Chandler, Brenda Chanter, Jane Chaplin, Brian Chapman, Lynda Chapman, Pauline Chapman, Trevor Chapman, 

Sheila Chappell, Kaely Charge, Ray Charge, Veronica Charles, Anne Charvet, Marie Anne Chattaway, Kaitlin 

Chester, Jane Chew, Anna Chorazy, Katie Clamping, Tony Clancy, Charlotte Clark, Derek Clark, Raymond Clark, 

Cathy Clarke, Gillian Clarke, Peter Clarke, John Clarkson, Ian Clayton, Anne Clench, K Clench, Bob Clift, Christine 

Clutton, Melanie Coath, Margaret Cobley, Ann Cockerton, Martin Cocks, Alan Cohen, Daniel Colbert, Sarah Coles, 

Karen Colley, Em Collins, Jean Collins, Nigel Colter, Maggie Comben, Louis Compton, Gerald O. Connell, Geoff 

Cook, Barbara Cooper, Charmaine Cooper, Larissa Cooper, Nicki Cooper, A. Corbett, Peter Corley, Susan Corley, 

Dean Cornish, Catherine Cottrell, Jan Cousins, Karen Coutts, Joyce Cowley, Julie Cowley, Anne Cox, Ashley Cox, 

Heather Cox, Lynn Crimlisk, Elizabeth Crocker, Steve Crocker, Robin Crockett, Michael Crole-Rees, Christine 

Crook, Paul Cross, Mark Crossman, Len Crouch, Karen Crowhurst, Gemma Crozier, Philip Crump, Elsa Cubis, John 

Cullen, Lesley Culley, Andy Culshaw, Samantha Curran, Saskia Daniel, Anna Davidson, James Davidson, Gemma 

Davies, Gill Davies, Julia Davies, Pamela Davies, Brian Davis, Paul Davis, Len Day, Peter Deary, Elizabeth 

Debenham, Chris Dee, Debbie Demetriou, David Dennis, Richard Dennis, Ann Devonshire, Adrian Dexter, Diane 

Diane, Jill Dixon, Sally Dodimead, M. Dominey, Claire Donkor, Kaiden Dossetter, Linda Douthwaite, Gill Dover, 

Shaun Dowmna, Natalie Downe, Jan Downey, Katina Doyle, Francis Drew, Laurence Drummond, Dianne Dunbar, 

R. Duncan, Lawrence Duncombe, Sarah Dunham, Heather Dyer, Margaret Easter, Anna Ebdon, John Eborall, 

Eirwen Edwards, Janet Edwards, John Edwards, Peter Edwards, Murk Eland, Graham Elcombe, Ian Ellis, Adam 

Elman, Ann Engel, Lauren Englefield, Claire Etches, Rosemary Etheridge, Aidan Evans, James Evans, Stephanie 

Evans, Steve Evans, Clare Everett, Colin Everett, Sheila Everitt, Jane Fairclough, Keith Fanshawe, Joanne Farmer, 

Jim Farr, Charles Farrell, Gill Farron, Hilary Farthing, Richard Featherstone, Pamela Fell, Peter Fewell, Mary Field, 

Jane Fielding, Claire Fifield, Sally Findlay, Anthony Fisher, David Fisher, Stuart Fisher, Frank Fitzjohn, Ian Flack, 

Tony Flavell, Elizabeth Fleming, Helen Fleming, Kim Fleming, Katharine Fliegner, Darren Flint, John Flint, Y. 

Flowers, Mandy Floyd, Sue Foden, Jennifer Foley, Terence Foote, Ann Forbes, Peter Forbes, Jenni Ford, Geraldine 

Foreman, Jono Forgham, Felicity Forster, Andrea Foster, Clair Foster, Charlotte Fox, Julia Foyle, Sally Francis, 

Charlotte Frank, Louisa Frank, Linda Franklin, Kevin Fredericks, Jane Free, A. Fright,  FS, Val Fullforth, Sue Furby, 

Carol Furness, Paul Furness, Nick Furtek, Rita Fyvie-Rae, Keiran G, Andy Galbraith, Jessica Gale, Jeremy Galton, 

Cristina Garcia-Holtby, David Garfield, Andrew Garner, Sherina Garnett, Vanessa Garrett, Peter Gatehouse, 

Natasha Gatsky, Samuel Gatsky, Richard Geary, Jan Geggus, Helen George, Jacqueline George, Lois S. George, 

Janett Gerrard, Gillian Ghumania, Jay Ghumania, Ron Gibson, Rob Gifford, Elizabeth Gill, Chris Gleeson, David 

Glen, Oliver Glenister, Peter Glenister, Corine Gliven, Anne Godfrey, Richard Goldfinch, Daphne Golding, Ashley 

Goldsack, Clare Goldsack, Natasha Goldsack, Anna Goldsmith, Naomi Goldthorpe, David Gompertz, Jennifer 



Gooch, Kerry-Ann Goode, Louise Goodland, Shirley Goodlife, Elspeth Goodwin, Ione Goodwin, Liz Goodyear, 

Michael Goodyear, Hugh Gordon, Martin Gore, Pete Gore, David Gower, Patricia Graham, Tony Graham, Paul 

Granger, Caroline Graty, Chris Gray, Ann Green, Peter Green, Katy Greenwood, Donald Gregory, Paul Grey, Colin 

Grimes, Julia Gristwood, Nelli Gronroos, Hazel Grove, Joe Grove, Angela Guerzon, Paul Gugan, Abbie Gurney, 

Mae Gwilliam-Parkes, Sue H, Michael Habben, Philippa Hainsworth, David Halford, Heather Hall, Ian Hall, David 

Hallam, Hamish Hamilton, Victoria Hammond, Suzanne Hampton, Tony Hancke, Karen Hanford, David Harbott, 

Olivia Hardingham, Tessa Hare, Claudia Harflett, Kieron Harney, James Harper, Daniel Harriman-Gisborne, 

Richard Harrington, Bob Harris, Margaret Harris, Mike Harris, Juliana Harrison, Susan Harrison-Mayor, Linda 

Hartlib, Steve Harvey, Amanda Harwood, Anne-Marie Harwood, Mark Harwood, M. Hatcher, Dick Hawker, Jill 

Hawkins,  Louise Hawkins, Jean Hayes, Margaret Haylock, Roy Heaps, Douglas Heath, Tabitha Heaton, Terry 

Hedley, Elizabeth Heike, Rachel Heller, Amy Herbert, Ann Heymans, Matthew Higgs, Sezmar Hikmet, Robbie 

Hildred, Alison Hill, Annette Hill, David Hill, Jenny Hill, R. Hills, Lola Himsworth, Audrey Hind, Mike Hindson, Annie 

Hitch, Kate Hodson, Mary Hogan, Cheryl Holbourn, Christine Holder, John Hole, Sara Holland, Deborah 

Hollingdale, John Hollingdale, Sarah Hollingdale, Sheila Holloway, Janet Holmes, Patricia Holmes, Neale Holmes-

Smith, Andy Holtham, Lyn Honey, Berenice Hooker, Howard Hooker, Juliette Hooker, Catherine Hookway, 

Michael Hooper, Beryl Hopkins, Jacqui Hopkins, Neil Horchover, Kevin Hornby, Rodney Houghton, Sarah 

Houghton, Carol Howard, Sophie Howard, David Howdon, Michael Howell, Lauren Howells, Rebecca Howells, 

Ruth Howes, Rachel Hoyes, Susan Huckle, Emma Hudgell, Beulah Hudson, Blanca Huertas, Graham Hughes, John 

Hughes, Margaret Huitson, Anna Hull, Malcolm Hull, Susan Hulme, Sian Hume-Sweetingham, Cheryl Humphreys, 

David Hunt, Lucy Hunter, Hannah Hurd, Nicholas Hurle, Lee Hurrell, Claire Hursey, Frances Hurst, Laura Hurst, 

Mary Hutchens, Bruce Huxtable, C. Huxtable, Deborah Hyde, Michael Hyde, Perry Impey, Suz Inman, Oliver Irons, 

Kelly Irwin, Tracy Ives, Alan Jackson, Catherine Jackson, Charlie Jackson, Susan Jacobs, Tina Jaffray, Barbara 

James, Chris James, Claire James, John James, Nicola James, Trevor James, India Jarman-Tew, Jeremy Jeremy, 

Brian Jessop, Helen Jewitt, Daisy Johnson, Martin Johnson, Maggie Johnston, Kit Jones, Kitt Jones, Sandra Jones, 

Sandy Jones, Stephen Jones, Ann Juchau, Sonia Jupp, Kriya Kalidas, Nicholas Keep, Fiona Kennedy, Nicky 

Kershaw, Paul Keyworth, Hannah Khwaja, Maya Kill, Olivia Kill, Jim Kilmartin, Steve Kiln, Carol King, Derek King, 

Clare Kingett, Michael Kings, Geoff Kirk, Brian Knight, David Knight, Rob Knight, Mariana Kovarikova, Daniel 

Kravetz, Christine Laing, Anne Lamb, Keith Lambert, Alix Land, Anne Lane, Steve Lane, Archie Lang, Pat Langford, 

Robyn Langford, Tony Langley, Geoff lapworth, Rory Larminie, Alexa Lascano, John Lauder, Mark Leach, Ernest 

Leahy, Barbara Lediard, Jenny Lee, Veronica Lee, R. Lees, Sue Lees, Kitty Legg, Julie Leonhardt, John Lepley, 

Patrick Lepper, Hilary Lester, Alex Lewis, Huw Lewis, Jacqueline Lewis, Michael Lewis, Michelle Lewis, Mick Lewis, 

Becky Liddell, R. Light, Melanie Lighten, Christopher Lindsay, Harry Lines, Ed Linfoot, Barbara Littlefair, Belinda 

Littler'S, Pamela Litton, Miles Liversidge, Diane Livesey, Jane Lloyd, Peter Loader, Eden Loaker, Sonia Logan, 

Marjorie Lohfink, Steve Long, Jacob Lonsdale, Lesley Loughran, Anthea Lovatt, John Lucas, Suzanne Lucas, Brian 

Luckhaus, Annette Lufflum, Lynda Lummis, Martin Lush, Ann Lyford, Jessie Lyford, Terry Lyle, Laura Lynch, 

Donald Lynden-Bell, Nellie Machling, Tess Machling, Kate Mackay, Bruce Macmichael, Lorraine MacMurdie, 

Oliver MacMurdie, Phil MacMurdie, Brian Madell, Debbie Malina, Emma Mallet, Elizabeth Malone, Katy Manuel, 

James Marmont, Tony Marren, Isobel Marriott, Anke Marsh, Shirley Marsh, Jasmine Marson, June Martin, Kirby 

Martin, Mary Martin, Stephen Mascall, Anika Mashru, Margaret Maynard, Judith Mayo, Joseph Mcconville, 

Amrita Mccullough, Claire Mccullough, Jacqui Mcelhatton, Eilidh McIntosh, Grant Mcintosh, Karin Mclean, John 

Mcleod, Colin Meager, Pat Mealham, Pierre Mechen, Jeannie Mehta, David Melzack, Wendy Mendum, 

Aeronwen Mercer, Simon Mercer, Shirley Merrett, Eunice Metcalfe, Ruth Meyers, Andrew Middleton, Dick 

Middleton, Scott Millar, Dave Miller, Steve Millington, Julie Mills, Elizabeth Mitchell, Jenny Moffatt, Sharon 

Monahan, Andrew Monchar, Shirley Monger, Wendy Monk, Lisa Mooney, Elliot Moore, Simon Moore, Emma 

Morris, Geoffrey Morris, Judith Morris, Juliet Morton, Roger Morton, Steve Morton, Sylvia Morton, John Moss, 

Marion Moss, Keir Mottram, Diane Mounsey-Thear, Ric Mountjoy, Judy Mueller, Siobhan Mulvany, Keilly 

Mulvihill, Hazel Munting, Dianne Murphy, John Murray, Steve Murray, Michael Napier, Val Naylor, Sheila 

Nbbnkjooko, Janice Neal, Rebecca Neal, Caroline Nelson, Mark John Nepomuceno, Rebecca Nesbit, Steve 

Newberry, Roger Newbold, Jane Newbury, Malcolm Newland, Chris newman, Christine Newsham, Linda Newton, 

Belinda Norrington, Humphrey Norrington, Richard Norris, Sue North, Elizabeth Nuckowska, Bonnie Oakley, Nik 

Oakley, Carlie Obrasenell, Sheri O'Brien, Caroline O'Donnabhain, Amelia O'Neill, S. Ormondroyd, Dorothea 

O'Shea, Claire O'Sullivan, David Ouvry, Maureen Page, Edita Pancic, Nicky Parish, Janet Parker, Sarah Parker, Su 

Parker, Virginia Parker, Val Parks, Nigel Parsons, Sue Parsons, Rhiannon Partridge, Rachel Pateman, Wiggly Path, 

Richard Paton, Debbie Patterson, Isobel Pausey, Barbara Payne, Susan Payne, Nicola Pazdzierska, Sue Peach, 

Robin Pearson, Andrew Peat, Simon Pegg, Cynthia Pelman, Susan Penn, Mark Penwill, Peter Peretti, Samuel 

Perfect, Wallace Peters, Caroline Philips, Erwin Phillips, Vernon Phillpot, Lorna Pidgeon, Leigh Piercy, Helen Pike, 



Rosie Pinhorn, Michele Pink, Stuart Pitman, Steve Place, Sue Place, J. Pollard, Philip Popham, John Popple, Ariella 

Poppy,  Poppy, Anthony Porter, Jackie Porter, Tony Porter, Eloise Potts, Joshua Potts, Natalia Poupard, Becky 

Powell, Keith Powell, Liz Powell, Rebecca Powell, John Power, Kenneth Powley, Krystal Powley, Michelle Prater, 

John Previte, Cynthia Price, David Privett, Dominica Proudlock, Sheila Provins, Roger Prue, Sally Pryor, Rupert 

Pyrah, Catharine Quinton, Alex Radley, Alexandra Radley, Marion Ramsay, Annette Randall, Alison Raven, Louise 

Ravenor, Jill Ray, Michael Ray, Helen Raynes, Lorna Read, Chas Reavill, Scarlett Redmond, Victoria Redstone, Sue 

Reeks, Philip Reeves, Rachelle Regan, Clive Regis, Carol Regulski, Catherine Reid, Jim Reid, Paula Reid, Kimberley 

Reilly, Alice Renaud, Robert Renwick, Lisa Revett, Jason Reynolds, Margaret Reynolds, Nick Reynolds, Philip 

Rhodes, Sheila Rhodes, Christine Ridley, Chris Rigg, Susan Rix, Lauren Robbins, Alison Roberts, Antony Roberts, 

Kate Roberts, Rosalind Roberts, Clarke Robinson, Ella Robinson, Michael Robinson, Sherry Robinson, Tammy 

Robinson, Colleen Robson, Lauren Robson, Rin Roche, Linda Rodway, John Rogers, David Ronco, Laura Roomes, 

Lynne Rose, Michael Rose, Joanne Ross, Stephanie Routledge, Steve Rowlands, Joy Rowley, Jane Roys, Mike 

Rubin, Essie Russell, R. Russell, Susan Russell, Don Rutherford, Hazel Ryan, Margaret Safranek, Ben Sale, Katie 

Samford, Samicircle, David Sampson, Ann Sanders, Neville Sassienie, Charlotte Saunders, Frances Saunders, 

Marjorie Saunders, Brian Sawford, Jill Sawyer, Jill Sawyer Phypers, Sharon Scoblow, Carrol Scott, Chris Scott, 

Elizabeth Scott, Jenine Screen, Les Scriver, Iona Scully, Maggy Seabourne, Sue Seagrove, Paula Sealey, Miranda 

Seldon, Hilary Sepahy, Valerie Seymour, Keith Sharp, Sarah Sharp, Tricia Sharpe, Bex Shaw, Cathy Shaw, Tina 

Shaw, Martin Shepherd, Val Shepherd, Suzan Sheren, Brendan Sheridan, Zachary Sherman, Jenny Sherwen, 

Sarah Shillingford, Alison Shipley, Chris Shortall, Kathryn Shreeve, Sarah Side, Adrienne Sikora-Black, Angela 

Silcocks, Angie Silver, Wendy Simons, Angela Simpson, Janet Simpson, Anne Sinclair, Paul Sinclair, Jeanette 

Sitton, Andy Sloggett, Robert Sloman, Nigel Sluman, Ian Small, Corinna Smart, Natalie Smikle, Adrian Smith, 

Aimme Smith, Chris Smith, Cynthia Smith, David Smith, Gail Smith, Jemma Smith, Jess Smith, Lara Smith, Robert 

Smith, Samuel Smith, Shirley Smith, Victoria Snodin, Hazel Solman, Rob Solomon, Alison Spary, Barbara Spence, 

Jo Spence, Rosabel Spinks, Adam Spokes, Julia Spring, Peter Spring, Steve Squire, R. Stables, Roger Stacey, Sandra 

Standbridge, Darin Stanley, Julian Stanway, Ruth Stark, Alexis Steadman, Ann Stearn, Ruth Steel, Andrew Steele, 

Sheila Stephens, Rosemary Stephenson, Judith Stergios, Helen Sterne, Rebecca Stevens, Andrea Steverson, 

Jennifer Stilwell, Yvonne Stirling, Teresa Stocki, Barrie Stockwell, Mitch Stone, Emily Strike, Pam Styles, Lyndsay 

Suchodolski, Anthony Sulman, David G. Summers, Ella Sutherland, Leslie Sutherland, Jill Swainson, Andrew 

Swales, Andy Swales, William Sweeting, Josephine Sweetman, L. Synesi, Peter Taff, Balraj Takhar, Ann Talbot, 

Peter Tallantire, Gill Tarrant, Sarah Tash, Georgia Taylor, Kevin Taylor, Louise Taylor, Mike Taylor, Paul Taylor, 

Sarah Taylor, Jim Terry, Kayla Terry, Rachel Terry, Daisy The, Anna Thomas, Clive Thomas, Linda Thomas, Eddie 

Thompson, Laura Thompson, Stacey Thompson, Andy Thomson, Grant Thorne, Cathy Thornewill, Rebecca 

Thornton, Paul Thrush, Livia Tibbetts, Tinka Timlett, Paul Tinworth, Richard Tiplady, M. Tisdale, Richard 

Tomlinson, Keith Toogood, Elizabeth Towler, Su Towler, Paul Townsend, Tracey Trainor, Christopher Triplett, 

Cherry Trott, Frank Tuck, Judy Tucker, Anthony Turner, Ellie Turner, Nancy Turner, Maggie Tyler, Carole Tyrrell, 

Mairead Ulamoleka, Clare Underwood, Paul Unwin, Lorraine Vadham, Elizabeth Valentine, Sandy Varley, Stella 

Vaughan, Gavin Vicary, Kathy Vivian, Scott W, Michael Wadsworth, Mark Wakelinmar, Peter Waldron, Auriel 

Walker, Emma Walker, Peter Walker, Clare Waller, Christine Wallis, Jan Walton, Flora Ward, Roger Warne, Stuart 

Warner, Lenesha Warrener, Stuart Warrington, Stephen Waters, Gemma Watkins, Bronwen Watson, Cliff 

Watson, Derek Watson, Pat Watt, Janet Watts, Anke Way, Eleanor Weaver, Martin Webb, Ann Weeks, James 

Weist, Simon Welander, Penelope Welch, Ellis Weller, Brian West, Giles Whalley, Chris Whately-Smith, David 

Wheatcroft, Birgitta Whitaker, Edwin White, James White, Nicole White, Robin White, Keith Whitmore, Hilary 

Whittington, Kate Whittington, Paul Why, Darci Wicklow, Christine Wicks, Janet Wiffen, Sylvia Wildey, Mark 

Wilkinson, Sarah Willett, Frances Williams, Jamie Williams, Joan Williams, Leslie Williams, Marie Williams, Robert 

Williams, S. Williams, Sally Williams, Steve Williams, Andrew Willis, Hugh Wilman, Rosemary Wilson, Wendy 

Wilson, Barbara Wilton, Barbie Wimbury, Charlotte Wims, Natalie Windsor, Julie Winstone, Thelma Winyard, 

Julie Wise, Gary Witham, David Withers, Andrew Wood, Jane Wood, Kate Wood, Terence Wood, Terry Wood, 

Christopher Woodham, Annie Woodhouse, Flavia Woodhouse, Angela Woods, Alan Woolard, Martin Woollard, 

Margaret Woollven, Rosemary Wootten, Hilary Wootton, John Worcester, Tad Woroniecki, Kevin Wright, Trevor 

Wyatt, Moira Wymer, Sarah Wyn-Jones, Tina Yates, Ruth Yeeles, Art Young, Teri Young, 
 

Recorders in bold undertook one or more transect walks during the year. Detailed results from our 50+ regularly 

walked Butterfly Transects can be found at our branch website or are available in print from Andrew Wood  
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